
I am so glad to meet you. People in the congregations of Holy Trinity UMC and  

St. Luke’s UMC are so energetic and positive. They are willing to work and serve the 

Lord and they are capable.  

I believe that we can build loving 

communities in Centuria, Balsam Lake, and 

Frederic. When we love one another and 

spread the love, we can witness to God. God 

is alive and God is loving.  

People ask, “Where is God?”  

Who can show God?  

Jesus showed God when he loved God in his 

whole life on earth. Jesus was faithful to God, 

and God the Father was faithful to the Son. 

We see God when we see the Son and the 

Father love one another.  

Likewise, let us love one another so that we 

can show God in our loving relationship so 

that the world may know God. 

John the Baptizer and Jesus proclaimed, “The kingdom of heaven is close at hand.” 

We pray, “Thy Kingdom come,” when we pray the Lord’s prayer.  

Do you believe that the Kingdom is coming where God’s will is done? Do you believe 

that your country can be a place where justice and compassion reign? Do you 

believe that your community can be a place where love, joy and peace fill?  

Salvation is coming to you and your family. Salvation means wholeness to 

brokenness. Savior is coming for restoration. We all were made in the image of God. 

God had a plan for the whole world. God gave us the law to live by so that we might 

live together in heaven. But we have broken the law and judgment is upon us.  

Let us repent our sin and go back to God. Let us follow God’s will so that God’s will 

may be done and heaven come among us.  

Pastor Yul  
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“Thus, says the Lord of hosts: Render true 

judgments, show kindness and mercy to 

one another; do not oppress the widow, the 

orphan, the alien, or the poor; and do not 

devise evil in your hearts against one 

another.” Zechariah 7:9-10 NRSV 

I want to invite us all to do something very 

difficult. I want us to think about the current immigration issues from a spiritual and 

theological perspective rather than from a political perspective. The media and our 

governmental leaders exert great influence in shaping our thinking and feelings 

about immigrants, both documented and undocumented. The focus is often on 

concerns about strangers and fears about criminals and threats to security. 

Sometimes these are valid concerns, but more often than not, they are exceptions 

rather than what is normal. 

But set aside the political debate and the media hype. Let us reflect on our Christian 

faith as people of God. Here we find a completely different approach to immigration. 

First, we must acknowledge the most famous and important immigrant of all, Jesus 

the Christ. Closely following, Abraham, Moses, Jeremiah, Miriam, Deborah – many 

prominent figures from our Hebrew ancestors fit our definitions of immigrant, in 

many cases undocumented. 

Second, we have Jesus’ teachings. Who is our neighbor? Who are we responsible 

for? Where does our responsibility end? For widows, orphans, the alien, the 

stranger, the poor – we are instructed (through the words of the prophet Micah in 

6:8) “He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you 

but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” Micah is 

speaking very clearly to an immigrant people. 

Third, Paul echoes the teaching of Jesus in many places, none more powerful than 

his message to the church in Ephesus, that through Christ Jesus God is making one 

new humanity – destroying all the dividing walls and uniting all people. (Ephesians 

2:15-16) Jesus and Paul preach diligently that the divisions of “us” and “them” are 

erased by faith, and that for Christians we are called to care for the least of these 

among us: “Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when was it that we saw you 

hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when 

was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you 

clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?” And 

the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of 

these who are members of my family, you did it to me.” (Matthew 25:37-40) 

Fourth, our United Methodist tradition, and the shared values of our antecedent 

denominations, clearly favor care for the stranger, the alien, the dispossessed, and 

the immigrant. The commitment to social justice, global missions, and relational 

evangelism make welcoming the stranger a cornerstone of our covenant community. 
(Continued on page 3) 

One New Humanity 

Kingdom on wheels 

“If you love what you 
do, you’re going to talk 
about it,” says 
Philadelphia Eagles 
quarterback Carson 
Wentz. “I love Jesus … 
so I’m going to talk 
about [him]. But I’m not 
going to force 
[Christianity] down your 
throat, either.” That’s 
why the pro athlete 
tries to show his faith by 
“how I live and what I’m 
about.”  
 
Wentz started the 
foundation AO1 
(Audience of One) to 
make a tangible impact 
beyond the gridiron. 
With a local church, he 
sponsors Thy Kingdom 
Crumb, a food truck 
that offers free meals to 
people in the 
community. The motto 
painted on the mobile 
restaurant sums up the 
message Wentz wants to 
share with his 
neighbors: “It’s on us … 
’cause he loves you!”  

Bound by grace  

Grace binds you with far 
stronger cords than the 
cords of duty or 
obligation can bind you. 
Grace is free, but when 
once you take it you are 
bound forever to the 
Giver, and bound to 
catch the spirit of the 
Giver. Like produces 
like, Grace makes you 
gracious, the Giver 
makes you give.  

—E. Stanley Jones  



John Wesley sought to help Methodist leaders envision our world at the kingdom/kin

-dom of God. The realm of God and the risen Christ welcomes all who believe, 

regardless of class, race, culture, ethnicity, economic caste, education, or 

theological nuance. In Christ, we are made one. Through faith we are the incarnation 

of Christ, and we exist to offer Christ to everyone we meet. 

Last, I would encourage all of us not to demonize immigrants. The vast majority are 

not villains or enemies. And even should we choose to view them as enemies, Jesus 

has very clear instructions for us: ‘You have heard that it was said, “You shall love 

your neighbor and hate your enemy.” But I say to you, love your enemies and pray 

for those who persecute you, so that you may be children of your Father in heaven; 

for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the 

righteous and on the unrighteous. For if you love those who love you, what reward do 

you have? Do not even the tax-collectors do the same? And if you greet only your 

brothers and sisters, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles 

do the same? Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” (Matthew 

5:43-48) So, I encourage all of us to be perfected in God’s holy love, by praying for 

our immigrant brothers and sisters and children as we do for our family at home. 

This wonderful country of the United States is a nation of immigrants. Our diversity is 

our strength. Should we hold people accountable? Yes. Should we encourage all to 

be lawful observers of our customs and codes. Yes. But, should we be making it 

possible for all to receive adequate food, lodging, safety, opportunity, shelter, and 

protection? According to the prophets of old – from Zechariah and Micah and 

Jeremiah to Jesus and Paul – there is no room for debate. God is working through us 

by the Holy Spirit to make “one new humanity.” So, let us all remember, “Do not 

neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained 

angels without knowing it.” (Hebrews 13:2) 

Grace and Peace, 

Bishop Hee-Soo Jung 

(Continued from page 2) 
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“You can do what I cannot 

do. I can do what you 

cannot do. Together, we 

can do great things.”  

—Mother Teresa  

Many ways to give 

As a hen and a pig walked 
down the road, they 
noticed a church sign 
advertising a breakfast of 
“Ham and Eggs!”  
 
“That’s nice,” said the 
hen. “A chance for us to 
serve the congregation.”  
 
“Easy for you to say,” 
replied the pig. “For you, 
it’s a contribution; for 
me, it’s a sacrifice!”  
 
Versions of this story 
appear on inspirational 
websites, with comments 
about the chicken being 
involved in breakfast, 
while the pig is 
committed. Opinions 
differ, however, about 
which animal has the right 
idea. Some people warn 
against being the pig, 
sacrificing yourself for 
success; others say the 
chicken isn’t all-in.  
 
“People who give 
themselves to Jesus with a 
trusting abandon” are like 
pigs, says Rick Lawrence 
in The Jesus-Centered 
Life (Group). That total, 
“without reservation” 
commitment, he says, 
shows a willingness to give 
your life to Jesus — as he 
gave his for you.  
 
On the other hand, giving 
consistently, day in and 
day out, even in what 
might seem to be small 
ways, also is valuable. 
Maybe the moral is not to 
judge others’ stewardship 
because we all give 
differently.  

Puzzle Answers from back page 
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Birthdays 

1 Ella Eaton 

 Carol Golz 

6 Jeanne Wallis 

10 Dylan Nyholm 

11 Dot Vogel 

13 Tom Wiff 

18 Erin Williams 

21 Faith Goodroad 

26 Bette Wiff 

27 Josh Williams 

30 Jessica Golz 

 Elaine Nelson 

Greeters & Ushers 
 Dick Welty & Linda LaMere 

Reader  
 Bill Maurer 

Communion Steward 
 Elaine Nelson 

August Celebrations 

St. Luke’s 

Ministry Team at Holy Trinity 

Greeters & Ushers 

If you are unable to serve on the 

date shown, please find someone 

to trade or to take your place.  

Hospitality 
Sun, Aug 4 Kordi Kurkowski 

Sun, Aug 11 Marilyn & Darwin Niles 

Sun, Aug 18 Rod & Cindy Gardner 

Sun, Aug 25 Angie Ones 

Holy Trinity 

Custodians 
 Neleeta Maurer and Bill Maurer 

Hospitality 
Chairperson: Sue Reed 715-825-3569  
 

Mike & Dot Vogel 
Del & Penny Carter 
Gary & Susette Peer 
Gordy & Mae Moore 
 

Ministry Team at St. Luke’s 

Birthdays 

5 Scout Dodds 

8 Kordi Kurkowski 

10 Sandy Richie 

12 Joyce Thompson 

14 Bruce Potter 

16 Jason Richter 

20 Ray Kurkowski Jr 

23 Tracker Dodds 

Holy Trinity UMC 

Mission Statement 
 

With Christ 

We Love, 

We Care, 

We Share 

Holy Trinity’s 

Missions of the Month 

Year-Round Collections 

Food for Loaves & Fishes 

Local Food Shelf 

Needed: peanut butter, 

cereal, meat products (8 

grams of protein or more),  

Monetary donations may 

be placed in the offering 

plate and items in the big 

box in the narthex. 

St. Luke’s 

Nurture Collections 

August 

CRA 

Community Referral Agency 

 

On-Going Missions 

Serenity House & CRA 

Family Pathways 

25 Ricky Nelson 

26 Devin Moats 

 Hayden Swanson 

27 Vonnie Anderson 

 Taylor Jensen 

28 Autumn Schmidt 

 Alan Huro 

30 Earlene Otto 

Anniversaries 

1 Bill & Sharon Maurer 

12 Mark & Joyce Biller 

19 Lyn & Cris Dueholm 

21 Pete & Marilyn Peterson 

Anniversaries 

8 Ray & Kordi Kurkowski 

11 Roger & Janice Nelson 

St. Luke’s UMC 

Mission Statement 
 

To Know and Share 

God’s Love  



 

Regular Schedule 

 Sunday Worship 

8:30am at Holy Trinity 

10:30am at St. Luke’s 

 Mondays 

7pm AA at Pilgrim  

Lutheran, Frederic 

 Tuesdays 

10am Al-Anon at  

St. Luke’s 

 Wednesdays 

7am Bible Study at  

St. Luke’s 

5pm Weight Watchers at 

Holy Trinity 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    

 

1 

1:30pm 

UMW at 

HT 

2 

 

3 

 

4 

2-4pm United 

Pioneer Home 

Pie & Ice Cream 

Social 

5 6 

 

7 

2pm Worship 

Committee 

at SL 

8 

 

9 

 

10 

11 

 

12 

 

13 14 

 

 

15 

6pm 

Council 

at HT 

16 

 

17 

 

18 

Noisy Offering at 

SL 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

 

19 20 21 

6:30pm 

Council at 

SL 

22 

 

23 24 

 

25 

Mission Moment 

Noisy Offering at 

HT 

 

26 

 

27 28 

 

29 

 

30 31 

 

HT—Holy Trinity 

SL—St. Luke’s 

UMW—United Methodist Women 

FN&R—Frederic Nursing & Rehab 

UPH—United Pioneer Home 
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