
Dear sisters and brothers of St. Luke’s and Holy Trinity Churches, 

How are you?  

I remember the beautiful old fashioned sanctuary of St. Luke’s Church and the new 

and modern sanctuary of Holy Trinity Church. 

St. Luke’s Church looked well maintained preserving its old grandeur. It was a 

masterpiece. 

I could not help but think of all the effort and labor that must have been given in the 

process of the merger and building of Holy Trinity’s fellowship hall and new 

sanctuary. It looked great.  

Looking at the churches which showed me phases of building and history, I thought 

of the former generations of the faithful people of both St. Luke’s and Holy Trinity 

Churches. I have come to believe that the Holy Spirit has faithfully led them so far.   

More vividly I remember the welcoming and nice people I met there. I was sure of 

the Christian love and care represented by the Staff Parish Relations Committee 

Members. I heard that the winter there would be colder but my wife Julie and I felt 

warmth from the hearts of the people.  

I am looking forward to meeting you, all the members and friends of St. Luke’s 

Church and Holy Trinity Church. I’d like to share with you my spiritual gifts. I bet that 

you have many things, stories, talents and experiences to share with me. I believe 

that the church grows through mutual sharing and building one another up.  

Jesus’ ministry was around the lake of Galilee. Galilee was in the northern part of 

Palestine. I saw many lakes in your area. We can have ministries like Jesus’ in our 

lake country. We can meet people’s needs in the community as he did with the good 

news.  

Peace be with you! 

Pastor Yul Kwon 
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Pastor Yul Kwon  
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“Then Moses said to Aaron, ‘Say to the 

whole congregation of the Israelites, “Draw 

near to the Lord, for he has heard your 

complaining.”’ And as Aaron spoke to the 

whole congregation of the Israelites, they 

looked towards the wilderness, and the 

glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud. The 

Lord spoke to Moses and said, ‘I have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to 

them, “At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning, you shall have your fill of 

bread; then you shall know that I am the Lord your God.”’ Exodus 16:9-12 

My blessed brothers, sisters, and siblings in Christ Jesus, I give you my thanks and 

appreciation. I am honored and proud to be the bishop of this great Wisconsin 

Conference. Together this past weekend we spent time wandering in our wilderness 

of confusion, disagreement, discernment, and desire to be a faithful church. It was 

not an easy time. There were ups and downs, times to celebrate and times to 

repent. We struggled in our work to be civil and respectful, and I was reminded to 

say clearly what behaviors would be acceptable – respectful disagreement and civil 

confrontation – and the unacceptable – bullying, disrespecting, and injuring. But we 

came through it all together, and we saw the glory of the Lord in the cloud. 

Everything may not be clear, but we see God in our midst! 

I am still processing all that happened, but I rejoice again in our worship 

celebrations, the excellent and challenging Bible study provided by our brother, 

Peter Miano, the energy and faithful spirit of our young people, and the obvious, 

widespread desire to do justly and rightly to all people. 

Our Annual Conference indicated in clear terms its dissatisfaction with the actions of 

General Conference to pass the Traditional Plan. Together we strategized ways to be 

faithful with our apportionment giving, to witness to our desire for full inclusion of 

LGBTQIA+ peoples, to bring the language of our Book of Discipline in line with our 

lived reality, and to move forward into a more loving and grace-filled church. It is 

clear that we have a long way to go, that we must make amends and apologize for 

hurtful actions, but that there is deep commitment to work together for a better, 

more loving church. 

This is true not only of the LGBTQIA+ people who question whether The United 

Methodist Church really cares about and for them but is equally true for many of our 

racial and ethnic people who deal daily with destructive acts and attitudes of racism. 

In some of our Christian communities, hurtful and hateful words and actions 

communicate to both clergy and laity leadership that they are not welcome, not 

respected, and not supported. This is not true everywhere and of a majority of 

people, but racism in any form, in any place, and at any time is not an acceptable 

expression of Christians. Part of our wilderness is particular and institutional racism, 

and it is a priority for Wisconsin Conference to work to eliminate racism in all its 

forms. 

(Continued on page 3) 

Annual Conference Reflections: Thriving in the Wilderness God is everywhere 

We are living in a world 
that is absolutely 
transparent, and God is 
shining through it all the 
time. This is not just a 
fable or a nice story. It 
is true. If we abandon 
ourselves to God and 
forget ourselves, we see 
it sometimes, and we 
see it maybe frequently. 
God shows himself 
everywhere, in 
everything — in people 
and in things and in 
nature and in events. It 
becomes very obvious 
that God is everywhere 
and in everything and 
we cannot be without 
him. It’s impossible. The 
only thing is that we 
don’t see it.  
 —Thomas Merton  

Bible quiz 

At the burning bush, 
Moses asks God’s name. 
What is God’s answer?  
 
A. The Lord  
B. I AM  
C. The God of Abraham, 
     Isaac and Jacob  
D. All of the above  
 
Answer: See Exodus 
3:14-15.  



We elected a slate of General Conference and Jurisdictional Conference delegates 

that reflect our desire to change and move forward. We elected a diverse and future-

focused delegation of thoughtful, faithful, and dynamic clergy and laity. Pray for your 

delegation as they prepare for General Conference 2020. We have an amazing 

bunch of people to represent us. 

We are committed to work on a Wisconsin option – a Wisconsin way forward to be a 

faithful and loving church, with great vision for mercy and justice ministries, for 

reaching new people in new places, and to strengthen our existing ministries, we 

reaffirmed our desire to be good stewards of all we possess. Our Launch Out! 

campaign is still very much a priority, but we voted to “pause,” to give time for local 

churches to address their response to our general church decisions. 

We affirmed our desire to stay in Sun Prairie and to own our Conference Center. In 

the midst of massive and disruptive change, we still hold our Conference Center. By 

God’s grace, we will find new and better ways to address our administrative needs. 

We still face severe budgetary challenges. We still have less than we need to fully 

fund all our key ministries. We are in different places in our desire to financially 

support the denomination and connection. But we are in all these things together, 

and are working together on a Wisconsin way forward. 

We are in a time of turbulence and change. This is wilderness at its wildest. Tempest 

and storm, intense heat, high winds – together we acknowledged that we cannot get 

through without God’s help and guidance. But God makes us strong. God keeps us 

strong. What looks so overwhelming at the moment will seem less intimidating as 

time goes by. We have dynamic young leaders. We have powerful cross-cultural 

leaders. We have clergy and laity leaders committed to the faithful ministry and 

witness of the Wisconsin Conference. Is everyone happy with where we are? No. 

Many are unhappy. But we are still faithful. This is a measure of faith – following 

Jesus, serving God, loving neighbor whether we are happy or not. 

Wilderness time is not fun time, but it is rich time. Wilderness time is not 

comfortable time, but it is valuable time. Wilderness time is not stable time, but it is 

essential time. Our deepest desire is not just to survive the wilderness, but to thrive. 

We come through wilderness stronger, wiser, better prepared and more confident. I 

am encouraged by our time together. As a Conference, we have spoken. As a 

Conference, we have witnessed to inclusiveness, justice, and a place for all at God’s 

table. Do we still disagree? Yes. Is there still pain? Yes. But do we believe – truly 

know – that God is with us? Undeniably YES. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

Grace and Peace,  

Bishop Hee-Soo Jung 

(Continued from page 2) 
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“Sometimes when you're 

in a dark place you think 

you've been buried, but 

you've actually been 

planted. Bloom!”  

              —Christine Caine  

VBS at Holy Trinity 

July 22-26, 9-Noon 

Join us for the 2019 
Balsam Lake  
ecumenical Vacation 
Bible School  
July 22-26, 9 a.m.-
noon. We welcome all 
children entering 
grades kindergarten 
through 6th in the fall. 
Held at Holy Trinity 
UMC (Cty I between 
Balsam Lake and 
Centuria) and hosted by 
Faith Lutheran, Holy 
Trinity United 
Methodist, and Our 
Lady of the Lakes 
Catholic churches.  

For registration forms 
or questions,  
call 262-363-2123 or 
leave a message on 
Facebook: 
@BalsamLakeVBS 

Singing around the campfire 

Group recreation 

Nature walks 

Daily guests on nature topics 

Refreshments Individual crafts 
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Birthdays 

9 Janice Cran 

13 Gordon Moore 

15 Mae Moore 

26 Pastor Paul Foulke 

 

Greeters & Ushers 
 Gordy & Jan Cran 

Reader  
 Ann Randall 

Communion Steward 
 Faith Goodroad 

July Celebrations 

St. Luke’s 

Ministry Team at Holy Trinity 

Greeters & Ushers 

If you are unable to serve on the 

date shown, please find someone 

to trade or to take your place.  

Hospitality 
Sun, July 7  

Sun, July 14  

Sun, July 21  

Sun, July 28  

Holy Trinity 

Custodians 
 Gordy Cran and Tom Hartman 

Hospitality 
Chairperson: Jeanne Wallis 715-557-2077  
 

Brad & Barb Mabry 
Gordon & Jan Cran 
Vera Bollinger 
 

Ministry Team at St. Luke’s 

Birthdays 

4 Marlys Spencer 

5 Russell Adams 

9 Myrna Beckman 

 Mary Anne Johnson 

10 Wilfred Owens 

12 Ayla Peterson 

14 Pastor Rich 

 Emery Healy 

Holy Trinity UMC 

Mission Statement 
 

With Christ 

We Love, 

We Care, 

We Share 

Holy Trinity’s 

Missions of the Month 

Year-Round Collections 

Food for Loaves & Fishes 

Local Food Shelf 

Needed: peanut butter, 

cereal, meat products (8 

grams of protein or more), 

shampoo, toothpaste, 

toothbrushes & deodorant 

Monetary donations may 

be placed in the offering 

plate and items in the big 

box in the narthex. 

St. Luke’s 

Nurture Collections 

July 

Harbor House 

On-Going Missions 

Serenity House & CRA 

Family Pathways 

16 Kim Owens 

18 Ben Dodds 

 Ben Kurkowski 

20 Mikayla Carlson 

25 Margaret McAbee 

31 Hunter Schmidt 

 Dennis O’Donnell 

Anniversaries 

9 Steve & Laura Williams 

23 Pastor Paul & Kay Foulke 
Anniversaries 

9 Pastor Rich & Kathy  

11 Antony & Jackie Peterson 

St. Luke’s UMC 

Mission Statement 
 

To Know and Share 

God’s Love  



 

Regular Schedule 

 Sunday Worship 

8:30am at Holy Trinity 

10:30am at St. Luke’s 

 Mondays 

1:30pm Bible Study at 

St. Luke’s  

7pm AA at Pilgrim  

Lutheran, Frederic 

 Tuesdays 

10am Al-Anon at  

St. Luke’s 

 Wednesdays 

7am Bible Study at  

St. Luke’s 

5pm Weight Watchers at 

Holy Trinity 

 Fridays 

Pastor’s Sabbath 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 

2pm Worship 

Committee 

at SL 

4 

 

5 

 

6 

Noon-3pm Pie 

& Ice Cream 

Social at Holy 

Trinity 

7 

10am Outdoor 

Ecumenical Wor-

ship at Faith 

Lutheran, Bal-

sam Lake 

10:30am Wor-

ship at St. Luke’s 

with Barb 

Loomis preach-

ing 

8 9 

 

10 

 

11 

 

12 

 

13 

14 

Pastor Yul’s first 

Sunday with us 

5pm VBS Help-

ers meeting at 

HT 

15 

 

16 17 

6:30pm 

Council at 

SL 

 

 

18 

6pm 

Council 

at HT 

19 

 

20 

 

21 

Noisy Offering at 

SL 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

 

22 23 24 

 

25 

 

26 27 

 

28 

Mission Moment 

Noisy Offering at 

HT 

 

29 

 

30 31 

 

1 

 

2 3 

 

HT—Holy Trinity 

SL—St. Luke’s 

UMW—United Methodist Women 

FN&R—Frederic Nursing & Rehab 

UPH—United Pioneer Home 

Ecumenical Vacation Bible School at Holy Trinity 

July 22-26 — 9am-Noon 
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Sunday 8:30am Holy Trinity 

with Sunday School 

 10:30am St. Luke’s 


