
I will admit as I sit down to write this month’s newsletter article, my heart is heavy 

and my knees are sore because I have spent a long time, on them, praying. At the 

end of this month, as most of you know the Special General Conference of the 

United Methodist Church will meet to discuss the stance the church is going to take 

on the LGBTQ+ legislation. I am not going to go into this at great length, but I want to 

say this one thing in this month when we usually are speaking about love, and not 

legislation or law. Each of us must search our hearts as to where we stand in this 

issue. I love the United Methodist Church and I would hope that we can have a 

respectful dialogue regarding this and all issues that our culture throws at the 

church.  

No one side is right or wrong, no one idea is set in stone for us to follow, but it is 

time for us to make a decision on this and move on. The world is watching every 

move we make, and it wonders what is going to become of the UMC. There is no 

doubt that our church is going to change, that is inevitable as change is part of life. 

Our life and the church life is always in a state of change. The unrest I feel in my 

heart is that we just don’t know in what direction it is going to go in the next change.  

This conversation is not done, and won’t be done with the closing worship of this 

Special General Conference. It is one though that is going to be discussed, whether 

it around grand auditoriums or the fellowship hall table. It no longer makes sense for 

the Book of Discipline to have two opposing positions on this issue. Basically our 

BOD states that (1) homosexuals are people of sacred worth, and (2) the practice of 

homosexuality is incompatible with Christian teaching. We have been fighting over 

this since 1972 and regardless of where the discussion takes us, it is time to have a 

calm, respectful conversation, and make a decision on this issue so that we all can 

still love this church we call the UMC. 

Please keep the greater UMC in prayer as our representatives from all around the 

world go to the tables at the end of February that the Lord would lead their votes.  

Blessings  

Pastor Freddie 
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 Tuesday— 2-4pm Holy Trinity 

 Wednesday— 1-3pm St. Luke’s 
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“For just as the body is one and has many 
members, and all the members of the body, 
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For 
in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one 
body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were 

all made to drink of one Spirit. 

Indeed, the body does not consist of one member 
but of many. If the foot were to say, ‘Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the 
body’, that would not make it any less a part of the body. And if the ear were to say, 
‘Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body’, that would not make it any 
less a part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? 
If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? But as it is, God 
arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. If all were a 
single member, where would the body be? As it is, there are many members, yet one 
body. The eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I have no need of you’, nor again the head to 
the feet, ‘I have no need of you.’ On the contrary, the members of the body that 
seem to be weaker are indispensable, and those members of the body that we think 
less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable members are 
treated with greater respect; whereas our more respectable members do not need 
this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior 
member, that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may 
have the same care for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer together with 
it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it.” 

I Corinthians 12:12-26 (NRSV) 

One of the greatest challenges to our United Methodist Church is currently under 
global consideration. We will gather as a worldwide denomination in February in St. 
Louis to truly determine our collective future. Our ability to fulfill our mission of 
disciple-making for the transformation of the world, and our witness to the world of 

the saving grace and loving compassion of God is at stake. 

Spiritual leaders throughout our church are calling United Methodists everywhere to 
make a commitment to the unity of faith in Jesus Christ and the continued positive 
impact of our theological and missional work in the world. To the consternation of 
many, our “unity” has become a topic of debate and division. This indicates a deep 
misunderstanding of “unity” as used in our Christian scriptures. The Greek word 
Ενότητα (enotįta) is more rich and complex than the English translation unity. By 
applying simplistic modern definitions to the word unity, we can deny the scriptural 

intention, which has great power to help us through our current challenges. 

Many opponents to the idea of unity in The United Methodist Church incorrectly say 
it implies full agreement, lack of disagreement, regimented acceptance of a narrow 
set of moral standards, or homogenized sameness for all believers and members. 
Interestingly, this is almost the opposite of what Paul and Jesus taught in our New 

Testament. 

While Paul calls those who claim Christ as Lord and Savior to be of one heart and 
mind, and to proclaim the faith with one accord, his intention is that Christ followers 
would choose to unite around those things most important, and to set aside those 
things over which they disagreed. Repeatedly, Paul acknowledges that there will be 
disagreements. It is not disagreement that is the problem, but how we address our 
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The church as 

mosaic 

A mosaic consists of 
thousands of little 
stones. Some are blue, 
some are green, some 
are yellow, some are 
gold. When we bring our 
faces close to the 
mosaic, we can admire 
the beauty of each 
stone. But as we step 
back from it, we can see 
that all these little 
stones reveal to us a 
beautiful picture, telling 
a story none of these 
stones can tell by itself.  
 
That is what our life in 
[the church] is about. 
Each of us is like a little 
stone, but together we 
reveal the face of God 
to the world. Nobody 
can say: “I make God 
visible.” But others who 
see us together can say: 
“They make God 
visible.” [Christian] 
community is where 
humility and glory 
touch.  
 
—Henri J.M. Nouwen  



disagreements that is most important. No matter how vehemently we disagree, our 
baptism, our belief in the risen Christ, and our proclamation of the love and grace of 
God is more powerful. We do not choose unity; we are already made one with Christ, 
one with each other, and one in service by God’s redeeming act through Christ. We 
do not unite to honor God; we honor God by recognizing the unifying work of God in 
our lives through our faith. Once again, we do not choose God; God chooses us! 

What we choose is how we will live this unity together. 

This is the elegant and beautiful intention in Paul’s teaching in I Corinthians 12. We 
ARE ONE BODY – the body of Christ. Many parts, many functions, many differences, 
but still all one. No part of the body may judge and reject any other part of the body. 
And it is not our task to merely tolerate the other parts of the body, but to come to 

recognize their value and to honor those we struggle to accept.  

Some say that Jesus said he did not come to bring peace, but to bring a sword of 
division and dissolution. This is a skewed interpretation. The division that Jesus 
brought was from one paradigm to another – a fundamental and defining faith 
different and separate from that which was the accepted norm. People were forced 
to choose to remain in the old paradigm or to bravely and boldly risk entering a new 
paradigm. The reality was that this would divide families, tribes, communities, and 
cultures. It was not a justification of splitting over disagreement, but an honest 

acknowledgment that an “either/or” decision was demanded. 

In our context, we are trying to decide which Christian brothers and sisters are 
acceptable and which we will not accept. This is not our decision to make; it belongs 
to God and God alone. Our decision is how we can live faithfully with those who are 
different; how we can honor the sacrament of baptism and what God has done for 
all of us, not just some of us; and, how we can witness to the world that when Christ 
is truly in our hearts, we navigate disagreement and division in ways very different 

from our dominant culture. 

Our unity is a gift and grace to us from God. God makes us one. We can always 
choose to separate and go our way, rejecting what God has done for us, but we do 
not have the right to tell someone else they do not belong. John Wesley offered the 
simplest and most helpful wisdom when he wrote, schism is “...evil in itself. To 
separate ourselves from a body of living Christians with whom we were before 
united is a grievous breach of the law of love. It is the nature of love to unite us 
together, and the greater the love the stricter the union...It is only when our love 
grows cold that we can think of separating from our brethren. And this is certainly 
the case with any who willingly separate from their Christian brethren. The 
pretenses for separation may be innumerable, but want of love is always the real 

cause.” (On Catholic Spirit, John Wesley) 

Let us pray that our General Conference delegates might discern and embrace the 
sacred gift of unity that is the core characteristic of our identity as the Christian 
church, and that we might honor God by being the body of Christ for the 

transformation of our world. 

Grace and Peace, 

Bishop Hee-Soo Jung 

(Continued from page 2) 

Facing Our Future: Bishop Jung’s New Year’s Message 

Page 3  

Becoming  

Dementia-Friendly 

Thursday, February 21, 
6-7pm, at Holy Trinity 
UMC, open to our 
congregation: Aging and 
Disability Resource 
Center (ADRC) 
presentation on 
Dementia-Friendly 
organizations. Our 
church is already 
handicapped accessible, 
and this will add one 
more positive attribute 
to our credentials.  
Learn dementia-friendly 
strategies which will be 
helpful within our 
organization as well as 
in your personal lives. 

Love and laughter go 

hand in hand!  

Share these jokes with 
your beloved on February 
14 — or whenever some 
humor can brighten a 
day!  
 
Q: What valentine did the 
French chef give his wife?  
A: A hug and a quiche  
 
Q: What did the paper 
clip say to the magnet?  
A: “I find you very 
attractive.”  
 
Q: What did the pencil 
say to the paper?  
A: “I dot my i’s on you!”  
 
Q: How did the phone 
propose to his girlfriend?  
A: He gave her a ring.  
 
Q: What do you call a 
very small valentine?  
A: A valentiny 
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Birthdays 

4 Nova Reed 

15 Regan Finnegan 

24 James Miller 

27 Vera Bollinger 

28 Tanner Peterson 

 

Anniversary  

4 Ron & Faith Goodroad  

Greeter & Usher 
 Jerry Schroeder 

Reader  
 Vera Bollinger 

Communion Steward 
 Laura Williams 

February Celebrations 

St. Luke’s 

Ministry Team at Holy Trinity 

Greeters & Ushers 

 

If you are unable to serve on the 

date shown, please find someone 

to trade or to take your place.  

Hospitality 
Sun, Feb 3 Mary Burdick 

Wed, Feb 6 Marilyn Niles 

Sun, Feb 10 Janice Nelson 

Wed, Feb 13 Stephanie Jensen 

Sun, Feb 17 Toni Brekke 

Wed, Feb 20 Catha Foltz 

Sun, Feb 24 Jackie & Tony Peterson 

Wed, Feb 27 Marlys Spencer 

Holy Trinity 

Birthdays 

2 Christopher Owens 

 Roxanne White 

13 Jordan Buggert 

17 Mary Burdick 

 John Nelson 

 

Anniversaries 

11 Leif & Kessia Adams 

14 Harry & Pastor Freddie Kirk 

27 Emery & Hope Healy 

Custodian 
 Jerry Schroeder 

Hospitality 
Chairperson: Sue Reed 715-825-3569  
 

Feb 3 Fund 

Feb 10 Fund 
Feb 17 Laura Williams 
Feb 24 Neleeta Maurer 

 Matt & Amy Maurer 

Ministry Team at St. Luke’s 

Holy Trinity UMC 

Mission Statement 
 

With Christ 

We Love, 

We Care, 

We Share 

Holy Trinity’s 

Missions of the Month 

February 

Good Samaritan Fund 

Year-Round Collections 

Food for Loaves & Fishes 

Local Food Shelf 

Needed: Soup, Meat 

products (canned ravioli 

etc. with 8 grams protein 

or higher), Cereal, Juice 

Monetary donations may 

be placed in the offering 

plate and items in the big 

box in the narthex. 

St. Luke’s 

Nurture Collections 

February  

Food Shelf 

On-Going Missions 

Serenity House & CRA 

Family Pathways 

19 Cecilia Carlson 

21 Darlene Miller 

23 Allitny Swanson 

24 Janet King 



 

Regular Schedule 

 Sunday Worship 

8:30am at Holy Trinity 

10:30am at St. Luke’s 

 Mondays 

1:30pm Bible Study at 

St. Luke’s (resumes in 

March) 

7pm AA at Pilgrim  

Lutheran, Frederic 

 Tuesdays 

10am Al-Anon at  

St. Luke’s 

6:30pm Grief & Loss 

Support at St. Luke’s 

(suspended until Spring) 

 Wednesdays 

7am Bible Study at  

St. Luke’s 

5pm Weight Watchers at 

Holy Trinity 

 Fridays 

Pastor’s Sabbath 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    

 

 1 2 

3 

Communion  

Sunday 

4 5 

2:30pm CRA 

Human Traf-

ficking 

presentation 

at Siren UMC 

6 

2pm Worship 

Committee at SL 

3:45pm Church 

School & Confir-

mation at SL 

7 8 9 

10 

SL: Speaker 

Sephonia Cowans; 

Special recognition 

of Jake Magnussen 

UPH Service 

11 12 13 

10am FNR Service 

3:45pm Church 

School & Confir-

mation at SL 

14 

Circuit at 

SL 

15 16 

BCRM 

Mtg at 

Pine 

Lake 

17 

Noisy Offering at 

SL 

Newsletter Dead-

line 

18 19 20 

3:45pm Church 

School & Confir-

mation at SL 

6:30pm Council at 

SL 

21 

6pm 

ADRC on 

Dementia 

at HT 

7pm HT  

Council 

22 23 

 

24 

Mission  

Moment 

Noisy Offering at 

HT 

25 26 27 

3:45pm Church 

School & Confir-

mation at SL 

28 

Ministerium 

1 2 

3 

Communion  

Sunday 

4 5 6 Ash Wednesday 

3:45pm Church 

School & Confir-

mation at SL 

7 8 9 

 

HT—Holy Trinity 

SL—St. Luke’s 

UMW—United Methodist Women 

FNR—Frederic Nursing & Rehab 

UPH—United Pioneer Home 
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Holy Trinity UMC St. Luke’s UMC 

Regular Worship Schedule: 

Sunday 8:30am Holy Trinity 

with Sunday School 

 10:30am St. Luke’s 

 

Wednesday 3:45pm Church School 

at St. Luke’s 

Neighborly love 
As an ordained minister, Fred Rogers harnessed the power of television to 

tell children they were loved — and to show them how to love others. In You 

Are Special, he writes, “When we love a person, we accept him or her exactly 

as is: the lovely with the unlovely, the strong along with the fearful, the true 

mixed in with the façade, and of course, the only way we can do it is by 

accepting ourselves that way.”  

 

In a review of the touching documentary Won’t You Be My Neighbor? a 

writer for Variety notes: “Rogers’ real secret was … that the call to love your 

neighbor as yourself isn’t a slogan to hang in your kitchen with flowers 

around it — it’s a decision you make at every moment, to view every man, 

woman and child on earth as your neighbor. If you don’t see and feel that, 

and act on it, then you’re just another narcissist with a kitchen slogan.”  

 

Last October, when a synagogue shooting shattered the peace of Rogers’ 

real-life former neighborhood, residents of all religions embraced one 

another as neighbors. Afterward, the Fred Rogers Center stated, “We long 

for a day when there is no more tragedy born from hatred.” 


