
When you have entered the land the LORD 

your God is giving you as an inheritance and 

have taken possession of it and settled in it, 

take some of the first fruits of all that you 

produce from the soil of the land the LORD 

your God is giving you and put them in a 

basket. Then go to the place the LORD your 

God will choose as a dwelling for his Name 

and say to the priest in office at the time,  

“I declare today to the LORD your God that  

I have come to the land the LORD swore to 

our forefathers to give us.” 

The priest shall take the basket from your hands and set it down in front of the altar 

of the LORD your God. 

Then you shall declare before the LORD your God: “My father was a wandering 

Aramean, and he went down into Egypt with a few people and lived there and 

became a great nation, powerful and numerous. But the Egyptians mistreated us 

and made us suffer, putting us to hard labor. Then we cried out to the LORD, the 

God of our fathers, and the LORD heard our voice and saw our misery, toil and 

oppression. So the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an 

outstretched arm, with great terror and with miraculous signs and wonders. He 

brought us to this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey; 

and now I bring the first fruits of the soil that you, O LORD, have given me.”  

Place the basket before the LORD your God and bow down before him. And you and 

the Levites and the aliens among you shall rejoice in all the good things the LORD 

your God has given to you and your household. 

You have declared this day that the LORD is your God and that you will walk in his 

ways, that you will keep his decrees, commands and laws, and that you will obey 

him. 

And the LORD has declared this day that you are his people, his treasured 

possession as he promised, and that you are to keep all his commands. He has 

declared that he will set you in praise, fame and honor and that you will be a people 

holy to the LORD God.  
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Now as they went on their way, he entered 

a certain village, where a woman named 

Martha welcomed him into her home. She 

had a sister named Mary, who sat at the 

Lord’s feet and listened to what he was 

saying. But Martha was distracted by her 

many tasks; so she came to him and asked, 

‘Lord, do you not care that my sister has 

left me to do all the work by myself? Tell her then to help me.’ But the Lord 

answered her, ‘Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things; 

there is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be 

taken away from her.’ Luke 10:38-42 

This is such a familiar passage of scripture that we might think we have nothing new 

to learn from it. Seemingly, this story preferences the devout attention of Mary to the 

many tasks of Martha. For the Martha’s in this world, there is a sense of injustice. 

Isn’t service and care as important as devotional attention? Aren’t we called to be 

doers of the Word and not hearers only? Shouldn’t Mary bear part of the load in 

order to free Martha to sit devoutly at the Lord’s feet? 

This is a classic example of meaning and message getting lost in translation. Latin, 

Greek, and Coptic translations offer subtle, but significant differences to this 

passage that I believe are important for us today. In a basic and fundamental way, 

this is not an “either/or” story (being like Mary – good; being like Martha – bad), but 

a “both/and” story (two ways to relate to the Lord). You see, the problem is not that 

Martha is doing anything wrong, and that Mary is in the right, but the key relates to 

another teaching of Jesus; that of Matthew 7:1-3, ‘Do not judge, so that you may not 

be judged. 2For with the judgement you make you will be judged, and the measure 

you give will be the measure you get. 3Why do you see the speck in your neighbor’s 

eye, but do not notice the log in your own eye?’ Mary is perfectly happy and at ease 

with the choice she made. But Martha is judging that Mary should choose differently. 

Martha tries to impose a Martha standard on Mary. Jesus in effect is saying to 

Martha, “Mary has chosen what is right for Mary, you Martha have chosen what is 

right for Martha. Stop trying to make Mary into a Martha. Be at peace with your own 

choice for yourself.” 

What a necessary message for our day and for our church! We are spending so 

much time trying to impose a “one size fits all” morality and ethics on a widely 

diverse, richly textured, and radically unique tapestry of people and perspectives. Let 

those of us of one mind be at peace with our own mind and let us offer grace and 

space to those who relate to God and their own faith in uniquely different ways. This 

is the heart of our gospel. 

This nuance celebrates Marthas as Marthas. Hospitality is a cornerstone gift of 

Hebrew and Christian culture. Those who “live to serve” are beloved children of God. 

(Continued on page 3) 

Which Better Part? UM Student Day 

Sunday, Nov. 24 

Do you remember the “good 
news” story from the 
Morehouse College 
commencement in May? The 
commencement speaker, 
billionaire Robert F. Smith, 
pledged that his family 
would pay off the $40 
million student loans of all 
396 graduating seniors. 

Wouldn’t it be amazing if 
we were able to do 
something like that? What 
would it look like if, as a 
church family, we could 
help students graduate from 
college without the burden 
of overwhelming debt? On 
November 24, United 
Methodist Student Day, we 
have the opportunity to do 
exactly that.  

United Methodist Student 
Day is one of six Special 
Sundays when we receive an 
offering for a particular 
ministry through the 
denomination. On the last 
Sunday in November, your 
gifts through this offering 
benefit students as they 
pursue opportunities in 
higher education. Your 
contribution will be joined 
with those of millions of 
other United Methodists to 
provide scholarships to 
deserving recipients. This 
offering has raised more 
than $400,000 and helps 
more than 300 students a 
year. 

Student Day was first 
celebrated in 1940 when a 
college education could be 
attained for $450 annually. 
Today, that same education 
costs an average of $23,000 
each year. We are invited to 
invest in young leaders by 
giving generously on United 
Methodist Student Day as 
part of our offering on 
November 24 or online 
umcgiving.org/giveUMSD. 
Please be in prayer with the 
students who are recipients 
of the education made 
possible through this special 
offering. Thank you.  



But when we resent those who do not serve (or who do not serve like we do, or think 

like we do, or behave like we do) the grace-light goes out of our hearts and spirits 

and we are left feeling burdened by our faith. 

What a gift, joy, and liberation it is to be able to celebrate everyone, no matter how 

different their approach and perspective might be. To love all the Marys for being 

Marys, and loving all the Marthas for being Marthas (and the yous for being you, and 

the mes for being me) is a grand and glorious revel in the unconditional love of God. 

Judging others robs us of the precious time to get to know them as beloved and 

valued children of God. Finding fault denies us the opportunity to discover gifts, 

talents, and blessings. Resentment undermines the joy that God intends. Let us 

seek not to judge or condemn, but instead let us covenant together to seek, and to 

find, the Christ in each other. 

Grace and Peace,  

Bishop Hee-Soo Jung 

(Continued from page 2) 

Which Better Part? 
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Not only did God model rest — specifically 

sabbath rest — during the Creation process, 

but he also showed the value of under-

commitment, even working under his 

potential.  

 

“God modeled for us how to choose one or 

two things to focus on each day,” writes 

Monica Wilkinson in Slow Lane. “If he wanted 

to, he could have spoken the entire world into 

existence in less than a fraction of the blink of an eye.” Instead, God “went about it 

methodically, slowly, with balance and moderation.” What a contrast to our modern-

day multitasking craze!  

 

“God was not looking to maximize every productive waking moment of every single 

day,” Wilkinson adds. “He chose to focus on one or two things, do them well and 

with excellence, and then enjoy the accomplishment and reflection of a job well 

done.”  

Taking it slow 
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Birthdays 

1 April Peterson 

2 Stacy Peterson 

8 Sidney Nyholm 

11 Millie Kreft 

12 Erlene Johnson 

15 Delwin Carter 

 Gay Randall 

17 Kirk Gaylord 

22 Mark Biller 

25 Ruth Dueholm 

 Riley Hoffman-Peterson 

Greeters & Ushers 
  

Reader  
 Brad Mabry 

Communion Steward 
 Cris Dueholm 

November Celebrations 

St. Luke’s 

Ministry Team at Holy Trinity 

Greeters & Ushers 

If you are unable to serve on the 

date shown, please find someone 

to trade or to take your place.  

Hospitality 
Nov 3  

Nov 10  

Nov 17 

Nov 24 

Holy Trinity 

Custodians 
  

Hospitality 
Chairperson: Jeanne Wallis 715-557-2077  
 

Nov 3 Joan Wulf 
Nov 10 Ann Randall 
Nov 17 Judy Skow 
Nov 24 Joyce Smith 
 

Ministry Team at St. Luke’s 

1 Darwin Niles 

5 Wm. Johnson IV 

6 Austin Adams 

7 Kessia Adams 

 Jill Randel 

 Roger Owens 

11 Trent Zenzen 

13 Roger Nelson 

14 Janice Nelson 

17 Taylor Zenzen 

Holy Trinity UMC 

Mission Statement 
 

With Christ 

We Love, 

We Care, 

We Share 

Holy Trinity’s 

Missions of the Month 

November  

Bible Sticks 

UM Student Day—Nov 24 

Year-Round Collections 

Food for Loaves & Fishes 

Local Food Shelf 

Monetary donations may be 

placed in the offering plate 

and items in the big box in 

the narthex. 

St. Luke’s 

Nurture Collections 

November  

Family Pathways 

UM Student Day—Nov 24 

 

On-Going Missions 

CRA (Community Referral Agency) 

Family Pathways 

18 Caroll Fischer 

21 Haily Kittleson 

25 Hope Healy 

28 Shirley Robb 

 Amy Huro 

29 Roger Miller  

Anniversaries 

13 Pastor Yul & Julie Kwon 

23 Jeff & Joanne Kittleson 

St. Luke’s UMC 

Mission Statement 
 

To Know and Share 

God’s Love  



 

Regular Schedule 

 Sunday Worship 

8:30am at Holy Trinity 

10:30am at St. Luke’s 

 Mondays 

7pm AA at Pilgrim  

Lutheran, Frederic 

 Tuesdays 

10am Al-Anon at  

St. Luke’s 

 Wednesdays 

7am Bible Study at  

St. Luke’s 

3:45pm Church School 

at St. Luke’s 

5pm Weight Watchers at 

Holy Trinity 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

2 

 

3    

All Saints Sunday 

 

4 5 

 

6 

2pm Worship 

Committee at 

SL 

3:45pm 

Church School 

at SL 

7 

1:30pm 

UMW at HT  

7pm Thanks-

giving Choir 

Practice at 

SL 

8 

 

9 

 

10 

Thanksgiving  

Children’s Pro-

gram at St. Luke’s 

11 

Veterans 

Day 

 

12 13 

3:45pm 

Church School 

at SL 

 

 

14 

7pm Thanks-

giving Choir 

Practice at 

SL 

15 

 

 

16 

 

17 

Noisy Offering at 

SL 

Newsletter  

Deadline 

 

18 19 

 

20 

3:45pm 

Church School 

at SL 

6:30pm Coun-

cil at SL 

21 

6pm Council 

at HT 

7pm Thanks-

giving Choir 

Practice at 

SL 

22 

 

23 

 

24 

UM Student Day 

Mission Moment 

Noisy Offering at 

HT 

7pm Community 

Thanksgiving Ser-

vice at St. Luke’s 

25 

 

26 27 

Pastor Yul’s 

day off 

28 

Church office 

closed 

 

Thanksgiving 

29 30 

 

HT—Holy Trinity 

SL—St. Luke’s 

UMW—United Methodist Women 

Charge Conference 
Saturday, December 7 
10am at Holy Trinity 
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Holy Trinity UMC St. Luke’s UMC 

Regular Worship Schedule: 

Sunday 8:30am Holy Trinity 

with Sunday School 

 10:30am St. Luke’s 

 

Wednesday 3:45pm Church School 

at St. Luke’s 


