
We came from nothing. We were not alive. One day we were born to be alive. What 

brought us into being? What brought us into life? I cannot believe that life was 

begun by accident. I think that there was a life or someone alive who could give life 

or life giving sprit who was more than alive.  

So I believe that life came from someone alive. I believe that God gives life and that 

God does not die. Because I see that life is still being given, I do not think that God 

died after giving life to me. Life-giver God is alive and giving life to all. 

How do you know that Jesus is the Son of God? He was shown to be the Son of God 

by his resurrection from the dead. Why did the life-giving spirit resurrect him? 

Because he was the beloved Son of God. His resurrection proved God’s loving care 

for him. God raises the dead to life as easily as God gave life to dust in the first 

place.  

When I die, God can resurrect me into life or God may not resurrect me into life. That 

is up to God. It was up to God that God gave me birth and life in the first place.  

When I die, will God give me life again? That is up to the relationship God has with 

me. If God loves me, God will call me into life from death and have loving 

relationship with me, for love wants eternal life. If God does not want to continue to 

have relationship with me, God may leave me in dust.   

God loves God’s children. God will resurrect the children of God.  

If you are children of God, you are children of the resurrection. 

God gives life to God’s children because God is alive and God wants to share life 

with them. Does God want to share life with me?  

God did. That is why God gave me birth and life in the first place.  

Will God want to share life with me even after my death? 

Yes, if I love God.  

God’s love endures for ever and we can requite God’s love by loving God.                        

Pastor Yul  

Sermon on Resurrection Luke 20:27-38      
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He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall 

beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall 

not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. Isaiah 2:4 

This year will be the 101st observance of Veteran’s Day in the United States. For some 

this poses an ethical dilemma – those who oppose war, but honor, value, and support 

the brave men and women who selflessly serve to defend their country. It is not always 

easy to stand against war, while supporting soldiers. Military veterans sometimes feel 

disrespected when they hear a pacifist opposition to warfare. 

Yet, following centuries of bloodshed it is difficult to agree that violence is the best 

pathway to peace. Our Hebrew scriptures are full of battle, conquest, pillage and 

violence, but our Savior is the “Prince of Peace.” Blessed are the peacemakers. Christ 

offers a heavenly and spiritual peace to the community in John. In the face of enemy 

aggression, we are invited to turn the other cheek. 

There is a wide gulf between the ideal and the real. God’s will and vision for all creation 

may be a “peaceable kingdom,” but our lived reality is regularly one of competition, 

conflict, and attack. In a day when those who cry “peace, peace,” find no peace, it is 

reasonable to wonder if it is even humanly possible. 

And perhaps it is not humanly possible, but is it possible for God? Do we truly believe 

that peace is God’s will for God’s people? Careful reading of our gospels and the writings 

of the Apostle Paul leave little doubt: peace is a central tenet of Christian faith. In the 

face of injustice, Christians stand for justice. In the face of oppression, Christians call for 

compassion. In the face of violence, Christians call for mercy. In the face of war, 

Christians stand for peace. 

This will not always be a popular position. But even from a pacifist position, Christians 

still honor the conscience of the men and women who choose to take up arms in 

defense of their country, their values, and their liberty. There is no greater love than that 

a person would lay down her or his life for another. 

I am not aware of a single family that cannot share stories of members who served 

faithfully to defend nation, state, family or way of life. To honor their decision is to honor 

our God-given right to follow our conscience and to live in alignment with our deepest 

values and convictions. While we may not all agree on what those values should be, it is 

not difficult to honor an honest and sincere sense of duty. 

So, in the shadow of this Veteran’s Day, I encourage us all to reflect deeply on the 

values, beliefs, and commitments that guide and shape our lives. We would want 

nothing more than each of these to be respected by others. And so, we remember how 

important the Golden Rule is for a strong and civil society: “do unto others as we would 

have them do unto you.” Some of us may pursue a life in the military, while others adopt 

pacifism. Some may support technology, some education, some religion, some business. 

All will determine that which is right for them. Rather than judging, let us adopt a simple 

prayer: “Lord, may each of us live with integrity, using our gifts and knowledge and 

resources for good in the world. Help us to do all within our power to create, to heal, to 

build up, and never to destroy. Amen.” 

Grace and Peace, Bishop Hee-Soo Jung 

War No More IRA Charitable 

Rollover gift 

If you are 70½or older 
and have a Traditional 
or Roth IRA you may 
give up to $100,000 to a 
charitable organization 
without being subject to 
income tax on the 
distribution. In addition, 
the gift satisfies all or in 
part the annual 
Required Minimum 
Distribution from the 
IRA.  

We encourage you to 
consider an IRA 
Charitable Rollover gift 
to your local church or 
any United Methodist 
ministry of your 
choosing. You may make 
a direct charitable gift 
to fund your church’s 
operating budget, fund 
a special project or 
establish a permanent 
endowment fund to 
benefit your church in 
perpetuity. 

It is wise to consult your 
IRA custodian or 
financial planner to 
assist you. The 
Wisconsin United 
Methodist Foundation is 
available to assist you, 
as well. Please call us 
toll-free at 1-888-903-
9863 or email us at 
wumf@wumf.org.  

If you prefer to channel 
your IRA Charitable 
Rollover gift through the 
Foundation office to 
your local church or a 
number of United 
Methodist ministries, we 
are happy to do so. 
Please call the 
Foundation! 
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Christmas Cookie Walk 
Saturday, December 7 

9:00-11:00am 
St. Luke’s United Methodist Church 

Let us do your holiday baking! 
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Birthdays 

8 Ralph LaDuke Sr. 

9 James Calabria 

10 Kay Foulke 

12 Pam O'Ryan 

14 Kim Hulett 

15 Tom Hartman 

 Neleeta Maurer 

22 Joan Wulf 

24 Joyce Biller 

27 Sheryl Kieselhorst 

 Gary Peer 

 

Anniversary 

15 Gordon & Mae Moore 

Greeters & Ushers 
 Gary Peer 

 Steve Williams 

Reader  
 Neleeta Maurer 

Communion Steward 
 Laura Williams 

December Celebrations 

St. Luke’s 

Ministry Team at Holy Trinity 

Greeters & Ushers 

If you are unable to serve on the 

date shown, please find someone 

to trade or to take your place.  

Hospitality 
Dec 1 Linda Owens 

Dec 8 Maryanne Johnson 

Dec 15 Church School program 

Dec 22 Mary Young 

Dec 29 Heather Otto 

Holy Trinity 

Custodians 
 Gary & Susette Peer 

Hospitality 
Chairperson: Sue Reed 715-825-3569  
 

Dec 1 Gary & Susette Peer 
Dec 8 Sheryl Kieselhorst 
Dec 15 Hospitality Fund 
Dec 22 Sue Reed 
Dec 29 Leslie Nyholm 

Ministry Team at St. Luke’s 

2 Marianne Battig 

3 Allie DeLosier 

4 Ruth Ann Thiel 

6 Marilyn Niles 

8 Ray Kurkowski 

12 Cara Holicky 

 Julie Swanson 

22 Leif Adams 

27 Jonathon Kittleson 

30 Danielle Swanson 

Holy Trinity UMC 

Mission Statement 
 

With Christ 

We Love, 

We Care, 

We Share 

Holy Trinity’s 

Missions of the Month 

December  

Operation Christmas  

Year-Round Collections 

Food for Loaves & Fishes 

Local Food Shelf 

Monetary donations may be 

placed in the offering plate 

and items in the big box in 

the narthex. 

St. Luke’s 

Nurture Collections 

December  

CRA 

 

On-Going Missions 

CRA (Community Referral Agency) 

Family Pathways 

St. Luke’s UMC 

Mission Statement 
 

To Know and Share 

God’s Love  



 

Regular Schedule 

 Sunday Worship 

8:30am at Holy Trinity 

10:30am at St. Luke’s 

 Mondays 

7pm AA at Pilgrim  

Lutheran, Frederic 

 Tuesdays 

10am Al-Anon at  

St. Luke’s 

 Wednesdays 

7am Bible Study at  

St. Luke’s 

3:45pm Church School 

at St. Luke’s 

5pm Weight Watchers at 

Holy Trinity 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 

 

3 

 

4 

2pm Worship 

Committee at 

SL 

3:45pm 

Church School 

at SL 

5 

 

6 

 

7 

10am Charge 

Conference at 

Holy Trinity 

9-11am  

Cookie Walk at 

St. Luke’s 

8   

 

9 10 

 

11 

3:45pm 

Church School 

at SL 

12 

 

13 

 

14 

11am Luncheon 

& Auction at 

Holy Trinity 

15 

 

16 

 

17 18 

3:45pm 

Church School 

at SL 

 

 

19 

 

20 

 

 

21 

 

22 

Noisy Offering 

at SL 

Newsletter  

Deadline 

 

23 24 

Christmas 

Eve Services 

4pm HT 

7pm SL 

25 

No Church 

School 

26 

 

27 

 

28 

 

29 

Mission Moment 

Noisy Offering 

at HT 

 

 

30 

 

31 Jan 1 

No Church 

School 

2 

 

 

3 4 

 

HT—Holy Trinity 

SL—St. Luke’s 

UMW—United Methodist Women 
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«AddressBlock» 

1606 165th Ave 

PO Box 262 

Centuria, WI 54824 

100 Linden St W 

PO Box 279 

Frederic, WI 54837 

Holy Trinity UMC St. Luke’s UMC 

Regular Worship Schedule: 

Sunday 8:30am Holy Trinity 

with Sunday School 

 10:30am St. Luke’s 

 

Wednesday 3:45pm Church School 

at St. Luke’s 

Charge Conference 
Saturday, December 7 
10am at Holy Trinity 

 
Everyone is encouraged to attend  
this important annual meeting. 


